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TURKEY
NATIONAL AGENCIES / BODIES and/or INSTITUTIONS 
specialised in patient safety 
or responsible for reducing the number of patient safety incidents

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS AND FEEDBACK
Patient safety is a quite new approach in Turkey, and needs to be promoted. 

We established our patient safety committee about four years ago in my organization, Acibadem Healthcare Group. It is probably the first of its kind in our country. We set an incident reporting system, and started to collect data. Our medical director Prof.Dr. Metin Cakmakci, and myself have given a series of conferences, and presentations throughout the country. We jointly organised a patient safety meeting with a university institution in 2003. In addition, we organised a workshop, attached to the national quality conference, on patient safety in 2004. 

As a part of healthcare reform, a healthcare accreditation system is going to be established according to the current government policy. I am appointed as a member of the national steering committee, and the chairman of the policy-methods working group in May 2005. In the first draft of the position paper, it is stated that one of the main functions of the national accreditation body will be urging healthcare organizations to start a patient safety program. 
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