GREECE - STANDARDS AND/OR GUIDELINES
	Up to today in Greece there is no formal Agency to provide patient safety standards and/or guidelines recognised by an Official Authority and adapted to the Greek health care system or to develop a standardized nomenclature and taxonomy of medical errors and failures in the health-care system. In the vast majority of the Greek Hospitals there is not a system to track critical incidents that could damage the patients. These incidents are reported on local level, without transparency of the data as there is not a culture to report the incidents.
All the Agencies that contribute to the Welfare of Greek population can be traced at the following flow chart, which presents the structure of Greek Health Care system. Some of these Agencies are involved in several activities that correlate with patient safety, and finally constitute a point of reference on patient safety issues. 
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For example the National Drug Organization (EOF) is responsible for Drug monitoring that it is mandatory in Greece and ensures exchange of information on medicines. Hellenic Centre for Infectious Diseases Control is responsible for the surveillance of communicable diseases, and nosocomial infections. There is also a poison centre that provides information on poisons and prevention and management of poisonings. Each of these Agencies reviews the international guidelines, when needed, relating to patient safety.   

Greece as a member of European Union adapts its legislation to the EU directives. As a result, whenever needed, we might participate in an international alliance for patient safety. 


