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DENMARK
STANDARD DEFINITION OF PATIENT SAFETY
The Council of Europe (CoE) has been working on a glossary of terms relating to patient safety. 
Translation:

· French : sécurité des patients

· Spanish : seguridad clínica

· German : patientensicherheit

Definitions being considered by the CoE:

· patient safety : freedom from accidental injuries during the course of medical care; activities to avoid, prevent, or correct adverse outcomes which may result from the delivery of health care. (IOM, 2000; AHA&HRET&ISMP, 2002)

· patient safety :  the identification, analysis and management of patient-related risks and incidents, in order to make patient care safer and minimise harm to patients. (IOM, NPSA, 2004)

	QUESTION: Does your country have a recognised definition on patient safety? (The definition should be recognised by some official authority rather than a definition used by custom and practice)


	A. In your native language?
If yes, could you send us your definition?


	· See remarks, part <E>


	B. Is this definition, as mentioned in <A> translated in other languages?

	· See remarks, part <E>


	C. What is the national authority which has recognised this definition?
	· See remarks, part <E>


	D. Do you consider there are significant differences between your country’s definition and those being considered by the Council of Europe?

	· See remarks, part <E>


	E. Question 1: remarks and additional information
The Danish definition of Patient Safety is (in Danish) “Sikkerhed for patienter mod skade og risiko for skade som følge af sundhedsvæsenets indsats og ydelser eller mangel på samme”

Translated into English this means: “Safety for patients against harm and risk of harm as a result of the activity and treatment – or lack of treatment – by the Health Care System.”

The Danish definition is a result of a work on the glossary of terms related to quality in healthcare and patient safety done by a group of stakeholders in Danish Healthcare – e.g. Danish Society for Patient Safety, Danish Society for Quality in Healthcare, National Board of Health, Danish Institute for Health Service Research and others. This definition is therefore widely used and accepted. 

The National Authorities (National Board of Health www.sst.dk) has initiated a national work on glossary of terms relating to healthcare as such – including patient safety. This work was initiated ultimo 2003 and is still ongoing. 

In the Danish Act on Patient Safety there is a definition on adverse event: “An adverse event shall mean an event resulting from treatment by or stay in a hospital and not from the illness of the patient, if such event is at the same time either harmful, or could have been harmful had it not been avoided beforehand, or if the event did not occur for other reasons. Adverse events shall comprise events and errors known and unknown.”
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