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The Institute for Safe Medication Practices-Spain, called in Spanish Instituto para el Uso Seguro de los Medicamentos, is an independent nonprofit Spanish organization committed to the prevention of medication-system errors and adverse drug events. It was founded in the year 2000 as a partner of the American ISMP. 

The mission of ISMP-Spain is to enhance the safety of the medication-use system and to improve the quality of patient healthcare. The most important goal of ISMP-Spain is to reduce the risk of medication errors and preventable adverse drug events.

Specific objectives that ISMP-Spain works toward include:

1. To increase awareness of the importance of drug safety among all involved in the medication use system -healthcare professionals, institutions, organizations, pharmaceutical industry, patients, etc. 

2. To promote a safety culture of commitment to medication error reporting and prevention.

3. To maintain a national medication error reporting program. 

4. To develop recommendations and effective strategies for preventing medication errors and reducing the incidence of adverse drug events and to educate healthcare professionals so that these recommendations and practices may be implemented appropriately.

The activities that ISMP-Spain has carried out have focused on: 

1. National medication error reporting program

ISMP-Spain has operated since, the year 2000, a National Medication Error Reporting Program, with the collaboration of the Spanish Medication Agency. Healthcare professionals may contact ISMP-Spain by internet web page, e-mail or telephone to report medication errors. ISMP-Spain sends pertinent reports to the pharmaceutical industry, and publish recommendations for healthcare professionals and patients. Through these efforts, several problems related to packaging or labeling has been successfully resolved. 

Currently, this program is being reorganized and strengthened with the support of the Quality Agency of the National Health Service, as the Spanish Medication Error Reporting Program. 
2. Research projects for increasing knowledge of medication errors in Spain

It is the belief of ISMP-Spain that the first step in the long road to reducing adverse drug events is getting everyone to recognize this problem and to become committed to combating it. To achieve this goal it will be necessary to effectively quantify the extent and cost of this problem on a national basis. For this reason, a key initiative of ISMP-Spain is to promote and carry out research on the incidence, nature, and causation of adverse drug events in different settings, as well as their impact on patients and on healthcare costs. This effort constitutes important reference material that will help to improve safety in Spanish healthcare.

The following studies were carried out: 

· “Preventable adverse drug events in a hospital Emergency Department”. 

· “Adverse drug events in hospitalized patients”. 

· “Adverse drug events as the cause of hospital admissions”.

· “A study on the incidence and characteristics of medication errors in geriatric patients admitted to medical units and on the effectiveness of an intervention program designed for preventing serious medication errors” 
3. Medication safety projects in collaboration with other institutions, organizations and professional societies 

3.1. A relevant initiative coordinated by ISMP-Spain was the development of a Spanish version of the NCCMERP taxonomy for classifying medication errors. This project was financed by the Spanish Society of Hospital Pharmacy and completed in the year 2001. 

3.2. ISMP-Spain participated in a collaborative project focused on educating patients as to the safe use of drugs, with the Spanish Consumer Protection Organization and the support of the Ministry of Health. The program entitled “How to use your medications safely” has been launched in the years 2001 and 2002. 

3.3. ISMP-Spain maintain from the year 2003 a national project in cooperation with the General Spanish Council of Pharmacists focused specifically on the prevention of medication errors resulting from similarities in drug names. A national database with the Spanish look-alike and sound-alike drug names leading to confusion is updated, and information with prevention measures for all pharmacists is periodically disseminated.

4. Activities for education and communication 

ISMP-Spain publish regularly information with recommendations and strategies for preventing medication errors and other types of educational material on its web page, in journals, leaflets, etc. 

At the same time, the institute provides training programs on medication error prevention and safe medication practices.  

Ongoing Projects:

Currently ISMP-Spain is adapting the ISMP Medication Self assessment for Hospitals for use in Spain, with a Expert Group of Spanish practitioners, and the support of the Quality Agency of the National Health Service. This tool offers a comprehensive structured process to assessing the safety of a hospital medication use system in a proactive manner, and together with a web-based access allows for an overview of system issues from local and national perspectives, which can be used to develop local and national priorities for safe medication practices.  
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